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Description

The Plan has implemented certain lab management reimbursement criteria. Not all
requirements apply to each product. Providers are urged to review Plan documents
for eligible coverage for services rendered.

Reimbursement Information:

1.

For individuals presenting with signs and symptoms of acute pancreatitis (see
NOTE 1), measurement of serum lipase may be reimbursable.

Measurement of serum lipase is not reimbursable in any of the following
situations:
a. Forindividuals with an established diagnosis of acute or chronic
pancreatitis
b. More than once per visit;
¢. For asymptomatic individuals during a general exam without abnormal
findings.

When ordered for anything other than analysis of pancreatic cyst fluid,
measurement of serum amylase is not reimbursable.

For the diagnosis, assessment, prognosis, and/or determination of severity of
acute pancreatitis, measurement of serum and urine trypsin/trypsinogen/TAP
(trypsinogen activation peptide) is not reimbursable.

For the diagnosis, assessment, prognosis, and/or determination of severity of
acute pancreatitis, measurement of the following biomarkers is not
reimbursable:

a. C-Reactive Protein (CRP)

b. Interleukin-6 (IL-6)

c. Interleukin-8 (IL-8)

d. Procalcitonin

For individuals presenting with signs and symptoms of acute pancreatitis (see
NOTE 1), measurement of urinary amylase concentration for the initial diagnosis
of acute pancreatitis is not reimbursable.

For all other situations or conditions not described above, measurement of
serum lipase is not reimbursable.

NOTE 1: Signs and symptoms of acute pancreatitis (3, 4):

Mild to severe epigastric pain that begins slowly or suddenly (may spread to the
back in some patients)
Nausea



+  Vomiting

+ Tender to palpitation of epigastrium
+ Abdominal distention

+ Hypoactive bowel sounds
*  Fever

+ Rapid pulse

+  Tachypnea

*  Hypoxemia

* Hypotension

* Anorexia

+ Diarrhea

+  Cullen sign

* Grey Turner sign

Procedure Codes

The following is not an all-encompassing code list. The inclusion of a code does not
guarantee it is a covered service or eligible for reimbursement.

Codes

82150, 83519, 83520, 83529, 83690, 84145, 86140
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Policy Update History:

Approval Date | Effective Date; Summary of Changes

07/25/2025 11/07/2025; Document updated with literature review. The

following changes were made to Reimbursement Information:
Removed amylase from #1 and #2. Measurement of amylase
is no longer allowed for the diagnosis of acute pancreatitis.
Revised #2 to read: Measurement of serum lipase is not
reimbursable in any of the following situations: a. For
individuals with an established diagnosis of acute or chronic
pancreatitis; b. More than once per visit; c. For asymptomatic
individuals during a general exam without abnormal findings.



https://www.ascp.org/content/docs/default-source/get-involved-pdfs/istp_choosingwisely/2019_ascp-30-things-list.pdf
https://www.ascp.org/content/docs/default-source/get-involved-pdfs/istp_choosingwisely/2019_ascp-30-things-list.pdf
https://d1pij0k2lbf86p.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Acute-Pancreatitis-flash-card-final.pdf
https://d1pij0k2lbf86p.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Acute-Pancreatitis-flash-card-final.pdf
https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/abs/10.1176/appi.books.9780890424865
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AEDWEB/27a3b69a-8aae-45b2-a04c-2a078d02145d/UploadedImages/Publications_Slider/2120_AED_Medical_Care_4th_Ed_FINAL.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AEDWEB/27a3b69a-8aae-45b2-a04c-2a078d02145d/UploadedImages/Publications_Slider/2120_AED_Medical_Care_4th_Ed_FINAL.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AEDWEB/27a3b69a-8aae-45b2-a04c-2a078d02145d/UploadedImages/Publications_Slider/2120_AED_Medical_Care_4th_Ed_FINAL.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AEDWEB/27a3b69a-8aae-45b2-a04c-2a078d02145d/UploadedImages/Publications_Slider/2120_AED_Medical_Care_4th_Ed_FINAL.pdf
https://www.aacc.org/advocacy-and-outreach/optimal-testing-guide-to-lab-test-utilization/a-f/amylase
https://www.aacc.org/advocacy-and-outreach/optimal-testing-guide-to-lab-test-utilization/a-f/amylase

Added #3: When ordered for anything other than analysis of
pancreatic cyst fluid, measurement of serum amylase is not
reimbursable. Added #7: For all other situations or conditions
not described above, measurement of serum lipase is not
reimbursable. Revised Note 1. References revised.

09/13/2024 01/01/2025: New policy.




