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Description

The Plan has implemented certain lab management reimbursement criteria. Not all
requirements apply to each product. Providers are urged to review Plan documents
for eligible coverage for services rendered.

Reimbursement Information:

This policy is specific to testing in the outpatient setting. Criteria below do not apply
to testing in situations other than the outpatient setting.

1.

For individuals who are displaying signs and symptoms of a respiratory tract
infection (see Note 1), panel testing of up to 5 respiratory pathogens (antigen
panel testing or multiplex PCR-based panel testing) may be reimbursable.

2. Antigen panel testing or multiplex PCR-based panel testing of 6 or more
respiratory pathogens is not reimbursable.

3. Multiplex PCR-based panel testing of pathogens in cerebral spinal fluid (CSF) is
not reimbursable.

4. Molecular detection-based panel testing of pathogens in the blood is not
reimbursable.

5. Molecular detection-based panel testing of urine pathogens for the diagnosis of
urinary tract infections (e.g., GENETWORx Molecular PCR UTI Test) is not
reimbursable.

6. Molecular-based panel testing to screen for or diagnose wound infections (e.g.,
GENETWORx PCR Wound Testing) is not reimbursable.

7. Molecular-based panel testing for general screening of microorganisms (e.g.,

MicroGenDX gPCR+NGS) is not reimbursable.

NOTE 1: Signs and symptoms of a respiratory tract infection include fever, chills,
fatigue, cough, rhinorrhea, anorexia, pharyngitis, vomiting, new ageusia or anosmia,
headaches, myalgia, diarrhea, and weakness. (2) Additional signs and symptoms of a
respiratory tract infection may be seen in individuals who are less than 18 years of

age. These include irritability, decreased activity, nausea, rash, stomach pain, ear
tugging/otalgia, vomiting after coughing, tachypnea, chest retractions/nasal flaring,
grunting, wheezing, crackles, dehydration, cyanosis, apnea episodes, drooling, or
refusal to eat. For infants, non-specific signs such as poor feeding, lethargy, and
fussiness may present over clear localizing symptoms. (3-7)



Procedure Codes

The following is not an all-encompassing code list. The inclusion of a code does not
guarantee it is a covered service or eligible for reimbursement.

Codes

87154, 87428, 87483, 87631, 87632, 87633, 87636, 87637, 0068U, 0086U, 0109U,
01120, 0115U, 0140U, 0141U, 0142U, 0152U, 0202U, 0223U, 0225U, 0321U,
0323U, 0371U, 0441U, 0442U, 0480U, 0504U, 0528U, 0531U, 0556U, 0563U,
0564U, 0590U, 0593U
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Policy Update History:

Approval Date

Effective Date; Summary of Changes

07/25/2025

11/07/2025; Document updated with literature review. The
following changes were made to Reimbursement Information:
Added: This policy is specific to testing in the outpatient
setting. Criteria below do not apply to testing in situations
other than the outpatient setting. Revised #1 to read: For
individuals who are displaying signs and symptoms of a
respiratory tract infection (see Note 1), panel testing of up to 5
respiratory pathogens (antigen panel testing or multiplex PCR-
based panel testing) may be reimbursable. Added “Antigen
panel testing or” to #2. Removed reference to outpatient
setting from #2-6. Added new Note 1: Signs and symptoms of
a respiratory tract infection include fever, chills, fatigue, cough,
rhinorrhea, anorexia, pharyngitis, vomiting, new ageusia or
anosmia, headaches, myalgia, diarrhea, and weakness. (2)
Additional signs and symptoms of a respiratory tract infection
may be seen in individuals who are less than 18 years of age.
These include irritability, decreased activity, nausea, rash,
stomach pain, ear tugging/otalgia, vomiting after coughing,
tachypnea, chest retractions/nasal flaring, grunting, wheezing,
crackles, dehydration, cyanosis, apnea episodes, drooling, or
refusal to eat. For infants, non-specific signs such as poor
feeding, lethargy, and fussiness may present over clear
localizing symptoms. (3-7). Added codes 87428, 0202U, 0223U,
0225U, 0441U, 0442U, 0480V, 0528U, 0531U, 0556U, 0563U,
0564U; added codes 0590U, 0593U effective 10/1/2025;
removed codes 0151U, 0240U, 0241U, 0370V, 0373U, 0374U,
0408U, 0416U. References revised.

09/13/2024

01/01/2025: New policy.




